ANNUAL RBPORT 


of the 


ICAL OFFICER OF HBALTH 


for the 


YEAR oo 2 


DAVENTRY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Health Dept,, 


Moot Hall, 
Telephone 3 Di. VENTRY , 
Daventry 60/4 Northants, 


To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of Daventry, 


I have the honour to present my fourth Annual Report on the Health 
and Sanitery ciroumstances of the town incorporating that of the Public 
Health Inspectar, 


The population agin shows an inorease from 5040 in midyear 41958 
to 5290 in mideyear 1959,  Onoe again this is minly due to industrial 
oxpansion, 


The Birth Rate shows an increase of 9 on last year, The Crude Rate 


being 19,8 (Standardised Rate 19,2) anf is in advance of the natimal 
figure of 16,5, 


There were 93 deaths during the year, a decrease of one on last year, 
This gives a Orude rate of 17,6 (Standardised Rate 10.2), Over 50% of 
the deaths are caused by disease of the heart and cirm lation, 
causes of vascular degeneration are today the object of mech research and 
one must hope that a knowledge and clearer understanding of how to control 
and prevent arterial disease will emerge, In this district, diseases of 
the respiratory system take the next greatest toll of life, ari we note 
with concern 11 deaths from influenza, } from pneumonia and 6 from 
bronchitis, Cancer caused 9 deaths, four of these from cancer of the 
lung, The great mority of these deaths are the result of the ageing 
population and while the causes of cancer and arterial disease remain 
unsolved the span of life is not likely to increase even though mare are 
living to reach the later decades of Life, 


There was a very imrked increase in the mmber of notificatios of 
infectious disease both as a result of the biennial incidence of masles, 
and the outbreak of Sonne dysentery which affeated the town during the 
summer months, . full description of this infeotion is given in the 
report, In all, 105 oases were notified, nome were fortunately seriously 
ill, and the mildness of the illness was one of the min reasons for its 
ubiquity, Many ignored symptoms, and did not consult doctors or remin 
away from sohool or work, is a result the infection was well developed 
before the health personnel became aware of it, 


The campaign against poliomyelitis proceeded and mny adults am 
children were vaccinated, The high rate of vacaimtion against Smallpox 
continues, but is somewhat less than last year when there were 96 births 
and 96 primary vaocinetions$ There are too few children receiving booster 
immmization for diphtheria and parents are reminded not to overlook the 
reinforcing dose due before entering school, 


The number of new Council houses completed was very high making a 
total of 90 altogether, Of this number 8, were for families coming into 
the town under the Industrial Expansion Schem, leaving 6 for local needs, 
Very satisfactory progress was maintained with slum clearance and 13 
families were re~housed from candemed properties, In addition 57 new 
houses and bungalows were built om private sites during the year, 


It is gratifying to be able to report that the new sewage treatment 
works were completed within the estimted period of 18 months and in 
operation by midyear, 


In conclusion thanks are due to the Public Health Inspector, and 
all who contributed in any way towards the compilation of this repart, to 
the Chairman and members of the Public Health Committee for help and 
eneouragement, and to the County Medical Officer of Health for details 
of preventive’ measures against infectious diseases, 


JOAN M, ST. V. DAWKINS, 
Vedical Officer of Health, 


August, 1960, 


BOROUGH OF DAVENTRY 


Members of the Public Health Committee; 
Councillor Mrs, LF, Borton (Chairmn) 
Aldermen W,G,S, Edwards, G, Williams 


Councillors C,yA, Cox, J,B, Lodge, T,R, Webb, J,K, Price, 
LE, Whitmee 


Public Health Officers of the Borough of Daventry: 


Joan Me St, Ve Davikins, M.B.B.S.,DeP,H. D.C.H., 
Medical Officer of Health 


Also holds the appointment of 

Medical Officer of Health, Daventry Rural District Council 
Medical Officer of Health, Brixworth Rural District Council 
Assistant County Medical Officer of Health 

and. 


County School Medical Officer 


GN, Schofield R.S.I.JBe,y MA .P Hee, 
Public Health Inspeotor, 


Certified Inspector of Meat and Foods, 
Shops ict Inspector, 
Petroleum Officer, 


SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS 1959 


Area (in acres) one eae oes 
Population oe. eve eee 
Number of separate dwellings oooupied vee 
Rateable Value 1959 (April) ine seo 
Product of a Penny Rate es; pee one 


LIVE BIRTHS; (Rate per 1000 estimted population) 


Male Female Total Rate 
le gitim te byl 49 400 
Illegitimte | 4 > 
52 53 105 19,8 
be ha Es ey 
STILL BIRTHS; (Rate per 1000 live and still births) 
| 2 3 2797 
Total Live and Still Births 
Male Female 
53 5D 
INFANT DEATHS Male Female 
Total 2 ~ 4 9,0 
le gitimte 2 ~ 
Illegitimte - - 


INFANT MORTALITY: (Rate per 1000 Live births) ~ Total 
" . ” ~ legitimte 


~ Illegitimte 
NEONATAL (1st 4 weeks) Male Femle 


Total 2 ~ 49,0 
legitim te 2 ~ 49,0 
Tllegitim te - ~ Nil 
Illegitimte live births per cent of total live births op». 
Maternal Deaths (inoluding abartion) Nil 
Maternal mortality rate per 1000 live births & still oe 
Ni 
DEATHS (all causes) Male Femle Total Rate 
49 dd 93 176 
(SRs10, 2) 


DEATHS FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASES Nil 
4, 


34633 

5,290 

4,769 
£88,245 
£320 12 5d, 


Rate B & W 


1655 


20,7 


22 


» 38 


Rate E& W 
1146 


MORTALITY TABIE 1959 


Cause of Death 


Tuberculosis, respiratory 
Tuberculosis, other ore 
Syphilitic disease eo 
Diphtheria yee 
Whooping Cough poe 
Meningococcal infections 
toute Poliomyelitis eee 
Measles er» 
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Other infective and parasitic diseases 


Malignans neoplasm, stomach 


Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 


Malignant neoplasm, breast 
Malignant neoplasm, uterus 


eee 


@ee 


Other mlignant and lymphatic neoplasms 


Ieukaemia, aleuksemia se, 
Diabetes ere 


Vasoular lesions af nervous system 


Coronary disease, angina 


tas 


Hypertension with heart disease 


Other heart disease — 
Other ciroulatory disease 

Influenza aoe 
Pneumonia a> 
Bronchitis eve 


Other disease of respiratory system 


Ulcer of stomach and ducdenum 


Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 


Nephritis and nephrosis 
Hyperplasia of prostate 
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ses 
ees 
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ees 
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Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 


Congenitel Malformtions 
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Other defined and ill<djefined diseases 


Motor vehicle accidents 

All other accidents a 
Suicide oes 
Homicide and operations of war 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS OVER PREVIOUS 5 YEARS 


tear ec 7 ll Births Deaths 
Nos Grude Under 1 year All Ages 
— No, Nos Rate 
1955 4.500 79 17-71 Nil 59 13.11 
1956 4.580 86 18,77 3 67 de 63 
1957 4.870 83 17,04 2 70 he 37 
1958 504.0 96 19,05 1 Dh. 18.6 
1959 5290 105 19,8 2 93 1726 
(S.Re 192) (S. Re 10,2) 


SECTION A 
Natural and Social Conditions 
AREA 
The acreage of the Town is 3,633 and the population is now 5,290, 


Daventry is one of the Ancient Boroughs and received its first 
chartex from Queen Elizabeth I in 1576, For mny years Daventry wes a 
prosperous market town, with its wide rural boundaries and its central, 
although rather cramped, urban areas It was a busy coaching centre, 
and the latter provided its min industry, that of whip mking, With the 
disappearance of the ooach, employment vas provided by the boot ami shoe 
industry and later by addi tion of the B,B,C, Transmitting Station at 
Borough Hill, 


The character of the town is now changing, Since 1953/54 when a 
large tapered roller bearing factary of British Timken was established 
to the North of the Town, there has been steady increase of population, 
The old town still remins, but what is virtually a new town with its 
weli speced modern dwellings, is arising to the Narth and South, Further 
industrial expansion and development is expected, and a new era of progress 
and prosperity is anticipated for the town, 


POPULATION 


The estimted mid-year population in 1959, calculated by the 
Registrar General, was 5,290 representing an increase of 250 on the 1958 
figure, Natural increase, excess of births over deaths, was calculated 
to be 12, the difference being due minly to movement into the tow in 
connection with industrial expansicns, 


DEATHS 


93 deaths compared with 9. for the previous year, gave a crude rate 
of 17e6 compared with 18,6 for 1958, (S~R.10.2), 


Over half the deaths are caused by diseases of the heart, and the 
vascular system miking a total of 48 deaths, 10 deaths resulting from 
coronary disease of the heart, 26 from other heart diseases, 8 from 
vascular lesions of the nervous system and o further 4. from other 
ciroulatory disease, These constitute nearly 53% of total deaths, 
Much research is in progress at the present time concerning the causes 
of atherosclerosis, the minly degenerative condition of the arteries 
which so often is the cause of death, It is largely an ageing process 
commencing earlier in some than others, but mny other factors which 
include those attributable to civilization my play a part, these 
include lack of exercise, diet, smoking, stress and perhaps hormonal 
factors, None have been conclusive ly proved, Each my play its part, 
The length of life will probably remin mich the sam until an answer 
4s f ound, 
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We have in this district 21 deaths from respiratory infection, 11 
from influenza that we note with some omeern, 4 from pneumonia and 6 
from bronchitis, There are 9 deaths from canoer, There are more deaths 
from respiratory infeotion than from cancer, Influenza and bronchitis 
are still the cause of mich ill health, and sre together the most 
frequent cause of incapacity for work, 


BIRTHS 

live births numbered 105 giving a rate of 19.8 (SsRe 19.2) per 
thousand live births, which was higher than that of 1958 when 96 births 
occurred, 
INEANI DEATHS 

igo Safunts died, both were under }. weeks of age, 


CAUSES OF sNYANT DEATHS 


Neonatal (1st 4 weeks) 4 ~ 42 months 
Buca injury Nil 


CGongenital defect 
SELLIBTOTHS 

3 stillbirths were recorded during the year, 
ILIEGITIM.TE BIRTHS 


5 illegitimte births took place during the year, 4 more than in 
1958. 


MATERNAL MORTALITY 
No maternal deaths were recorded during the year, 
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SECTION B 
General Provisions of Health Service 

LABORATORY SERVICE 

The Emergency Public Health Ieboratory Service is available for work 
in connection with the diagosis and control of Infectious Diseases, It 
is situated adjacent to Northampton General Hospital, The cooperation 
and able service which is always provided is greatly appreciated, 
AMBUIANCE SERVICE 

General medical surgical and infectious disease cases are moved by 
units of the St, John Ambulance Brigade, acting as agents for the County 
Council, 
TREATMENT CENTRES ND CLINICS 


An Infant Welfare Clinic is held in the Abbey Buildings on the third 
Friday of each month, aA monthly Antenatal Clinic is also conducted, 


There is still no permanent Dental Clinic in the town but the County 
Council Mobile Dental Unit pays periodic visits, 
TUBERCULOSIS 

The Tuberculosis AftemCare Committee continued to serve both the 
Borough and the surrounding Rural District, 


Since August 1955 a chest olinic service has been instituted at 
fortnightly intervals at the Danetre Hospital, and contimes to be of 
great service to local patients, 


NURSING AT HOME 


Health Visitors, District Nurses and Midwives are provided by the 
County Council, 


HOME HELP SERVICE 


This Service is also provided by the County Council, and is of 
particular value both in illness and for old people who my with the 
assistance of a hom help remin at hom rather than be sent to an 
institution, 


HOSPITAL SERVICES 
All infectious disease cases, excopting only Tuberculosis sufferers, 
are treated at Harborough Road Isolation Hospital, Northampton, while 


general medical and surgical cases receive treatment at Denetree Hospital, 
Northampton General Hospital or Hospital of St, Cross, Rugby, 
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OID PROPLE 


Darby & Joan Olub 


This Club which has been run volumtarily by the WeV.S. for 11 years, 
has a membership of over 50, #Mectings are held every Friday eftermoon 
Which are very Well attended, and very popular, During the year various 
outings have been arranged to places of interest, and other clubs, i 
garden party is also held amually, 


Thanks are expressed to Ladies of this Organisation «sho by their servioe 
do so mich to help the old people, 


National Assistance Act 1947 Sece 47 (Amendment 1954 
It Was necessary to make application to court for a three month arder 


in respect of one old lady who had previously been removed earlier in 
the year under a three week order, 
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SECTION © 
Sanitary Circunstances of the District 
WATER SUPPLY 


The source of the town's water supply was Pitsford reservoir, 
This gigantic reservoir was brought into use during 1957 by the 
Mid-Northamptonshire Water Board and that authority is to be congratulated 
on providing a pure and adequate supply during what mst heve been one of 
the driest summers within memory, 


The Water was moderately hard being measured at 120 parts per million 
degrees hardness, In common with other parts of the county the water 
contained traces of iron but was free from any excess minerals, 


Extensions were made to the min supply services to provide water 
to more than 150 new homes which were occupied during the year, 


DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION 


Where necessary disinfection was carried out by the Health Department 
Staff, Advice was also given to householders on how best to prevent 
the spread of infection and a great deal of tim: was spent in this 
connection during the outbreak of Sonne Dysentery, 


Very little trouble arose from houses becoming infested with vermin, 
although a lot of complaints were received concerning Wasps, ents and 
earwigs. Suitable spraying was carried out against these pests, 


SEWERAGE iND SEW.GE DISPOSAL 


The main sewerage system is available for the whole of the town 
excepting a very sml1l number of isolated dwellings which are nearly 
all provided with individual septic tanks, 


The older part of the tow has a combined system of drainage whereby 
both foul and surface water is accepted into the sam: sewer, whereas 
in the new areas recently developed the surface water is conveyed by 
a separate sewer to a convenient water courses 


Gonstruction of the new sewage treatment works which commenced during 
4957 was completed towards the middle of the year, The results of samples 
of the effluent from the new works are very satisfactory, ‘This is a big 
step forward from the public health aspect as the commnity have a right 
to expect that liquid waste shall be treated so as not to cause damage 
to natural waters and to comply with proper standards before discharge 
to outfall, The outfall in this case is the canal feeder reservoir 
situated along Welton Road, 
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RODENT CONTROL 


The number of treatments carried out against rodents was almost the 
sam as during the previous year and the work carried out by your Rodent 
Operative was very effective, The infestations complained of were very 
slight, in most cases involving mly one or tio rets, Although the rat 
population is now at a low level it mst be remembered that any lapse in 
their control would soon result in an increase in the number of rats and 
consequently a risk to health, 


4 free service was provided for treatment of domestic premises while 
a charge vas mde to cover costs at business premises, 


Details of treatment of rat infestatims are set out below:= 


4958 1959 
Die lLlinghouses 5k. 18 
Business Premises 2 2 
Losal Authority h. 6 
Agricultural 4 4 


In addition to the above the Council agreed upon request to carry out 
destruction of rodents at one large factory throughout the year umer 
contract, 


REFUSE COLLECTION 


Refuse collection Was undertaken at wieekly intervals from all 
dwellings within the Borough, MThis service was carried out in a 
satisfactory manner and all refuse was removed to the tip situated along 
the Dodford road, This tip has been in use for appraximtely 6 years 
end was almost full at the end of the year, There is a problem in 
this respect as due to the development of the tom there is a considerable 
inorease in the amount of refuse to be collected, It isa miter of 
urgency to secure an alterative site for refuse disposal in order to be 
able to carry out the present service, 


Regular treatments were carried out ami special attention was paid to 
dealing with rodents, to the control of fly breeding, and to destroying 
crickets on the tip, 


The operation of e Municipel Dustbin Scheme over the past 5S years 
has helped to secure the provision of proper refuse containers at 
dvellings, Altogether 57 bins have been supplied at an annual charge 
of 7/6d» per bin, 
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MOVEABIE DWELLINGS 


Four licemes were granted permitting caravans to be statimed on 
Sites, Regular inspection shoved these to be well mintained. One 
applisation for a licence was refused due to the poor condition of the 
cara‘ and also an account of it being inadequate in size and lacking 
in sombities normlly required for cccupation, 


the rapid growth in the number of caravans for use as permanent 
homes has caused some concern in certain parts of the country, The 
question of water supply, sanitary accommodation, waste water and refuse, 
access and paving are all mtters that mist be dealt with, There is 
also the question of fire resistance which calls for proper standards in 
construction, There is no doubt that unsatisfactory sites have and do 
exist and these have done much to encourage slum caravanners, 


Generally speaking caravans are suitable for single persons or 
married couples but not always where large families or old people are 
concerned, In view of the improvements being mde to caravans now being 
manufactured and owing to their low cost as compared with that of a new 
house it is to be expected that their number may continue to increase, 
There is an urgent need for simple and clear legislation to improve 
present control in the interests of those dwelling in caravans, Provisim 
of proper sites is the only satisfactory way to attempt to deal with this 
controversial problem and local Health Authorities mst be prepared to 
take an active part in this relatively new field of environmental hygiene, 


PETROLEUM REGUIATION ACTS 19281 936 


Twenty one installations were the subject of licences to store 
petroleum spirit under the above regulations, The new safety standards 
in respect of Electrical Equipment associated with petroleum pumps cam 
into operation 1st January 1960, By the end of the year 6 premises still 
required modification or replacement of pumps. 


The demand for this type of work was great throughout the country 
during the latter part of the year and was the reason why delay occurred 
in same being completed at these premises, 


Extra time has been spent by your Officer in bringing cbout a 
reasonable standard of safety in the town where petroleum spirit is 
concerned and a better appreciation of the risks involved has resulted 
from this tightening up of mtters generally, 


PUBLIC SWIMMING B..THS 


At present there is no public swimming bath in the town am the 
nearest is situated some 12 miles away at Northampton, 


The Daventry & District Swinming Pool Association which is an entirely 
voluntary organization was formed some 2 years ago and Since its inceptim 
has raised some £8,000 towards the provision of a much wanted swimming 
pool at Daventry, 
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SECTION D 


HOUSING 


The rate of house building was very high during the year ani 90 
houses and flats were completed by the Council, Of this number 8 
houses and flats were for families coming into the town umMer the 
Industrial Expansion Schems, The remining 6 houses were the first 
ones of the current programme of 20 being built far local needs in 
comection with slum clearance, 


A total of 20 Council houses became vacant during the 12 mmths, In 
most of these cases the tenants vere moving into their own new homes which 
had been built on sites within the Borough, 


By re~Lletting dwellings which became vacant the Housing Committee 
vias able to help a considerable number of families on the waiting list 
despite the fact that building for local needs was actually reduced to 
providing for re-housing persons from condemed properties, 


The number of private dvellings built was very high and altogether 
57 houses and bungalows were completed with a further 50 under construction 
at the end of the year, 


Greater interest was shown in the modernization of older properties 
judging by the larger number of enquiries mde concerning Improvement 
Grants, It is very desirable that such improvements be mde and the 
introduction of the simplified Standard Grent Scheme is already giving 
added impetus to this task, <A general modernization of the 120 pre-war 
Council houses on a similar patter to that laid down for a Standard 
Grant would be of vast benefit to the tenants, The schems to improve 
older houses have been primarily oimed at dealing with houses which are 
structurally sound and in this category, 


2 Condemed houses were demolished and a further 12 Demolition Orders 
were made during the period, At the ond of the year there were 48 
condemned houses standing and 17 of these were still being ccocupied, 


The reshousing of families from the derelict property situated in 
Abbey street was almost completed, This site was purchased with the 
idea of building accommodation far older persons on « central site, 
Not only is this type of accommodation urgently required but the 
re~development of decaying areas within the tow will be « great 
improvement generally, 
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HOUSING STATISTICS 


I Inspection of dwe Llinghouses during the year: 


4 


2 


3 


h 


(a) Number of dwellinghouses inspected far 
Public Health or Housing ict defects eee 


(b) Number of Inspections mde cas oe 
Number of houses unfit for humn habitation 


and inoapable of repair at reasmable expense 
still to be dealt with (figure at 31st December 


1959) jo ees 
Number of condemmed houses still stanting 
and vacant ee eee 


Number of condemmed houses still standing 
and occupied ove vee 


II Remedy of defeots during the year without the service 
of forml notice :~ 


Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered 
fit in oosequence of informl action by the 
Looal Authority or Officers ere see 


III Aotion under Statutory powers during the years~ 


A 
aia 


By 


Proceedings under Secs 9 & 16 of Housing ict, 
19573= 


Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which 
notices were served requiring repairs eee 


Number of dvellinghouses rendered fit after 
service of forml notices:~ 


a by ovners eos vee 
b) by Local Authority in default of owners ore 


Proceedings under Public Health Acts: 

Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which 
notices were served requiring defects to be 
remedied ee. eee 


Number of dwellinghouses in which defects were 
remedied after service of forml1 notices:~ 


& by owners eee ese 
b) by Looal Authority in default of owners bee 


15 


141 
50k, 


18 
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III Action under Statutory powers during the year (Contimied ) 


0. Proceedings under Seo, 16, 17 & 35 Housing Jot, 
1957 t= 
4 Muber of dwellinghouses in respect of which 
Demolition Orders vere mde rs oes 412 


2 Number of dwellinshouses demolished in 
pursuance of Demolition Orders 200 vas 2 


3 Number of dvellinghouses demolished by 
informl agreement with owners pee vee ad 


4 Number of dvellinghouses closed in pursuance 
of undertakings not to relet at end of present 


tenancy accepted by Council under Section 11 oe. 2 
Dd, Proceedings under Seo, 4.2 Housing ict 1957:= 
1 Number of houses dealt with eo. vee = 
2 Number of Clearance Orders mde eee vee ~ 
3 Number of houses demolished in Clearance Jreas - 


IV Housing ict 1957 Part IV ~ Overcrowding 
4 (a) Number of dwellinghouses overorowded at 


end of year ese so. 2 
(b) Number of families dwelling therein see 4 
(c) Number of persons dwelling therein vee 15 
2 Wumber of new cases of overcrowding reported 
during the year ove ses 1 
3 Number of cases of overcrowding relieved 
during the year eee eee 2 
Number of persons concerned in such cases ere 14 


i Number of cases in which dwellinghouses became 
overcrowded avain after Looal Authority had 
taken steps to abate sam eee ees Nil 
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SECTION E 
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD AND DRINK 


Regular inspections were carried out at shops and other premises 
used for the preparation and sale of food to the public, The standard 
of oleanliness and hygiene at such premises vas generally good but in 
certain instances improvements were sought, It is the duty of the local 
Health Authority to see that all food is properly stored and handled 
before being sold in their district anf a considerable amount of time 
was spent by your Public Health Inspector on routine inspection duties, 


Any contravention of the Food Hygiene Regulations were brought to 
the notice of those concerned at the time of your Inspector's visit 
I am glad to report in no case was it necessary to resort to legal 
proceedings to secure compliance with these regulations, 


There would appear to be an increase in the number of vehicles used 
as mobile food shops especially for the sale of ice oream and fruit and 
vegetables, It was generally found that in the former case vehicles 
have been specially designed for the purpose and provided with satisfactory 
equipment and washing facilities but this was not always the cease with the 
latter, There are a large number of houses on the outskirts of the tom 
With relatively fua shops and this no doubt accounts for the increase of 
such traders, 


One private slaughterhouse was Licensed and used during the year, 
otherwise the bulk of the mat supplied came from outside the Borough, 
iA report dealing with slaughterhouses is required to be submitted 
to the Ministry of ..griculture, Fishesies and Food before November 1960, 


Licences were issued to three milk retailers to supply pesteurized, 
tuberculin ani sterilized milk within the area and a satisfactory supply 
wos maintained, 


A further change in legislatio took effect from 8th March, 1959 
when the Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations came into operation, 
These Regulations introduced a number of changes in methods of milk 
production and for securing cleanliness in its handling ond distribution, 
Further provisimms are included for protecting milk against contaminatia 
or infeotion and for the exclusion of persons employed in the milk trade 
vho are suffering from a diseasa liable to cause infection of milk, 


Premises registered far the sale of ice cream were visited 
periodically and found to be satisfactory, Stops were also taken to 
inspect vehicles selling ice cream within the Borough. No ice cream 
vas mnufactured Locally, 
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Details of samples of food taken in the Borough of Daventry by 
the Staff of the Northamptonshire County Council are reproduced below:= 


Milk 42 
Condensed Milk 4 
Cream 4 
Ioe Cream 1 
Butter 4 
Jam 1 
Lard | 
Fish Cakes 1 
Potatoes 1 
Pork Sausage 2 
Whisky 4 
TOTAL 23 

= 


Certificates were issued to traders submitting food for voluntary 
condematicn and in most cases consisted of tins of food which had 
been damaged, or the contents had not been properly sterilized on 
being canned, This type of unsound fool was relatively small in 
quantity and was removed by the Health Department for disposal by 
burying at the refuse tip, 
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The following animdls were slaughtered during the year at the one 
private slaughterhouse situate within the Borough: 


Sheep 


and Pigs | Horses 
Lanbs 


ee 


Number inspected “ 


All diseases except 
Tuberoulosis & Cysticerci 
Whole carcases aocndemed - 


Carcases of vhich some 
part or organ was 
condemed 


Percentare of the 
number inspected 
affected with disease 

other than tuberculosis 
and cysticerci 


Tuberculosis only: 
Whole carcases 
condemned 
Carcases of which 
some part or organ 
Was condemmed 3 
Percentage of the 
number inspected 
affected with 59D - 
tuberouLosis 
Gystioerooss 
arcases which some 
part or organ was “ 
condemed 
Carcases submitted to 
treatment by ”, 
refrigeration J 
Generalised aml 
totally condemned = 
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SECTION F 


Prevalence of, and control over, Infectious and other Diseases 


There Was a very marked inorease in the notification of infectious 
diseases due to both the outbreak of Sonne dysentery in the town amd the 
biennial incidence of measles, 


Disease Male Femile Total Rate per 1000 total 
population 
Searlet Fever 2 4. 6 1.2 
Acute Primary Pneumonia \ ~ 4. 0.% 
Whooping Cough 4 -~ 4 0-2 
Measles 18 15 93 7.6 
Dysentery 49 56 105 19.4 
Food Poisoning ~ 3 3 0.4 
Tuberculosis Respiratory ~ ~ ~ 
* other forms 1 ~ 4 0.2 
TOTAL 405 108 213 


Measles 93 cases were notified, This cisease like scarlet fever is now 
largely following a more benign course, Infeotivity remins still very 
high ani few attain adult life without suffering from the disease, 
Occasional complications such as pneummiia, ear ani eye infections do 
still occocur especially in those whose resistanoe was low at the time of 
inf eotions 


Scarlet Fever 6 oases, This disease continues in its mild phase, 
Food Poisoning Three oases were notified, 


Case Nop 1 Salmonella St, Poul, This ocourred in a housewife, an‘ as 
the infection is rare aroused mich interest, The source was never fount, 
but was thought probably to have coms from the haniling of raw meat ar 
sausage moat, Tho only member of tho family affected was the wife who 
prepared and hanflled all the uncooked food, Sausage meat, and swabs from 
the sewers both in the retail shop am from the abattoir in Northampton 
were examined but found to be negative, 


The case was an isolated one, <A doctor from the Central Public Health 
Iaboratory, who was milking a special study of salmonella St. Paul visited 
Deventry ani offered valuable advice on the tracing of the infection, 
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Gase No» 2 Noe 2 Salwnonella Thomson. 

This was also an isolated oase cocurring in a womn in the late fifties, 
No other member of the fhmily or omtacts were affected, The infeotio 
Was oonsidered possibly to have come from rats as there was evidence of 
them in the giten shed, The patient had been gardening and her dog, 
which she often stroked had been chasing the rats, No rats however were 
caught for pathological investigation, 


Case No, 3 


Salmonella Typhimurium This case was ina girl of 10 years, Another 
isolated case with no infeotion in family or comtacts, The source of 
this infeotion could not be traced, 


Poli litis No cases cocurred, Once again large numbers of children 
and aanTts Were vaccinated, mking a total of 167 unfer 15, and 396 over 

15 receiving primry vaccination, and 603 under 15 and 165 over 15 receiving 
3rd injections. 


Small & total of 99 vacoinatics were performed and it is once again 
eine to note what a high percentage of infants born in the town 
receive vaccination, though this year there were 18 less than last year, 


Diphtheria No cases have cecurred, A total of 115 diphtheria 
Picton were mde with 36 cases receiving booster injections, This 
latter figure is less than is desirable an parents are reminded of the 
necessity of the reinforcing dose for diphtheria to ensure oontinued 
immunity, 


Sonne Dysenter A large outbreak of 105 notified cases occurred during 

the summer ete starting on April 2Cth and continuing until the begiming 
of Junee Notifications declined markedly after the schools closed for the 
\nitsun break, ening cn May 25th ani the last notification was on June 5th, 


The first notification was promptly visited ani fully investigated, 
and it was then fount that there were a number of primry school children 
involved, Further investigation showed that already numbers of children 
attending the infant school had suffered mild symptoms, some had been 
away from school for a dey ar two and had returned without consulting 
their own doctor, In the meantime hom contacts and other playmates had 
becom infected, It was further realised that infectim had been present 
for sometime prior to realisation of its import by dootors anc health 
personnel, 


At the onset all positive oases were visited and investigations mace 
of all contacts, and if these included ohildren from the primary school 
they were also examined pathologicallye 
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Investigations were pursued in respect of any food handler, baby miner 
or an attendant on the aged or sick, Full instructions on measures of 
hygiene were issued at each home visited, also a pamphlet on Dysentery 
issued by the Central Counoil for Health Education was provided 


The primary school was paid very strict attention, as it was considered 
that this was the most likely source of infection and that probably spread 
was taking place from it, The County Modical Officer sent a letter to 
each parent, appraising them of the situation and requesting that each 
child be provided with an individual hand towel, The roller towels were 
confiscated and detailed instructions on washing of hands, hygiene of 
lavatories, floors, seats, washbasins etc, were given, The food hanilers 
in the kitchen were tested and given similar instructions. 


At the outset three negative stools before reentry to school were 
requested, but when it was realised that so mny children had been infected 
and that there were probably many symptomless carriers already in the 
school, it was omsidered impracticable to request more than one negative 
stool and clinical recovery before return to school, 


At one shop a food handler was found to be carrying the infection as 
also was a milk roundsmn, both were kept off wark until negative, 
Fortunately the disease was mild and there were few cases who were 
seriously ill, though some infants becam infected, Sensitivity tests 
were carried out and the organism respanied, for the most part, successfully 
to sulphonamides, though antibiotics were used in some cases, 


Conclusions 


It was felt that the infection was widespread in the commmity before 
the health personnel were aware of its presence, In addition to clinical 
cases there were a number of symptomless carriers. The primary sohool 
was the probable reservoir of infection ani source of mjor spread, us 
the incubation period is only 48 hours it was considered fruitless to 
isolate carriers as many ocntacts were in all probability, incubating 
the disease, It was also considered that the clinical case is mich 
more infectious, ani therefare, only those who had symptoms were excluded, 
Hygiene measures in an infant school, where the lavatories are across the 
playground also presents many hazards, ar though the comoperation between 
teachers, school caretakers, ani cleaners were excellent cases still 
continued until the school closed for the Whitsun break, 


To quote the Lancet:~ 
"\ day school is a fortress without defences against Sonne dysentery ees 


if dts walls were mnnod by all the specialists in preventive medicine it 
would probably never open," (Lanoet 1959, 1 7082 Pe1 084). 
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Finally cular tribute is paid to the Public Health Inspector 


who was inde ‘ati gable in his pursuit of infection and who did an immense 
amount of work throughout the outbreak, — 
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TULERCULOSIS 
One case of non~pulmonary tuberoulosis was notified during the year, 
With the oontinued decline in new cases of tuberculosis it is 


stimlating to leam that the local After Care Committee has now extended 


its eotivities tohelp persons who are chronic sufferers of other forms of 
chest diseases, 


iige and Sex distribution of new cases ani deaths 1959 


= 


Age Groups | Pulmonary | Other 


Cases on Register at 31st December, 1959 


Notified in 1959 


Inward Transfers 
Deaths 


Removals 


Remaining 
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SECTION G 


FACTORIES ACT, 1937 


Part I = Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health 
—_ 


Number of 


a Occupi 
Re gister Written cupiers 
Inspections | notices | Proseouted 
(i) Factories in which 
Sects. 1, 2, 3, 4& 
6 are to be enforced 15 29 2 ” 
by the Local 
Authority 
(ii) Faotories not included 
in (i) in which Sect,7 38 Fhe ‘ * 
is enforced 


(iii) Other premises (excluding 
outvorkers' premises) 
in which Sect, 7 is 44. 26 2 a 
enforeed 


67 430 8 Nil 


Cases in which defects were found 


Os cases in whic ects | 
were found No, of 
Particulars Found Remedied |Ref, to Helf,| Ref, by | Prosecution 


Inspe HMI. 


Want of cleanliness (S.1) 
Overorowding (S, 2) 
Unreasonable Tom, (5,3) 
Inadequate Vent. (S44) 
Ineffective drainage 

of floor (8.6) 
Sanitary conveniences (Se7) 
ie} Insufficient 


b) Unsuitable or 
defective 
(c) Not separate for sexes 
Other offences against the 
het (except outworkers) 
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PART VIII = Quitworkers 


Number of outworkers registered during the year 4:5, 2 


In these two cases the work was in camection with the mking of 
Wearing apparel (i.e, Boot & Shoe trade), Both premises were suitable 
for the carrying out of such work, 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S VISITS DURING THE YEAR 


Housings 
Repairs, Demolition Visits ote, oo oo» LA9 
Overcrowding men ers 14. 
Drainage, WeCs, Sinks eto, os eee 15 
Water Supply 0° see 6 
Food and Drugs and ancillary provisions re > 114, 
Food = Inspection and Condermation eee ous 16 
Slaughterhouse visits ee ses 80 
Shops “ae ees 23 
Petroleum Licensing and Supervision eee oe» 51 
Refuse Collection ee ove 24 
Refuse Disposal eee ose 10 
Verminous Premises and Infestations >» see : 
Infectious Disease ani Food Poisoning wes sev 210 
Miscellaneous Visits ees oes 10 
Pig keeping and other animl complaints ees ees 
Nuisances oes oss 21 
Public Conveniences nee oe 14, 
Theatres, Hotels and Places of Entertainment oo» ere 31 
Rodent Control oe. one 137 
Schools ees eee 16 
Temporary Dwellings aes eee 2] 
Interviews and Visits to Housing Applicants 
and Tenants of Council Houses oe. see 345 
1,729 
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